
Placement Reflection 

 For my internship placement I am at Davison Elementary School in a fourth grade 

classroom. I have two cooperating teachers, Mrs. Pizzo, who teaches Language Arts and 

Mr. VanAcker, who teaches Mathematics, Social Studies and Science. In discussions 

with Mr. VanAcker, we decided that the best way to benefit the students in this classroom 

is to allow them to work in groups as well as independently. The desks are arranged in a 

horseshoe shape with two desks per row, which focus on the front of the classroom. With 

this arrangement, students have one partner sitting next to them for group work, but this 

set-up also prevents them from becoming easily distracted by their other classmates 

during their independent work. Because the focal point of the classroom is at the front, 

most of the work is done on either the chalkboard or the over-head projector, making it 

easy to draw the students’ attention to the necessary materials. 

 Along with the desk arrangement benefiting the students’ learning environment, 

Mr. VanAcker is also allowed to make mathematics the focus of his classroom set-up 

because mathematics is one of his main subject areas. There are posters placed all around 

the room that focus on mathematical terms, operations, symbols and conversions. Some 

of the posters include: Weight/Mass, length, and temperature conversions, equivalent 

fractions, the place value system, geometrical shapes, as well as how to complete long 

division problems. One of the bulletin boards caught my attention, as well as the students 

on the first day. This bulletin board had the words “Mathball” written across the top, a 

football field and two footballs in each end zone. This idea seemed to connect to most of 

the students’ real world experiences, as many of them watch football or play football at 

recess. The game is set-up as one fourth grade class verses the other. Each day a student 



is selected to play Mathball and they chose two problems out of an envelope. There are 

easy problems for five yards, medium difficulty problems for ten yards and difficult 

problems for 15 yards. If the student answers the two correctly, the class moves their 

football toward the opposite end zone, but if it is incorrect the other class gets a chance to 

steal the question and the yards. Not only is this a great way to connect mathematics to 

the students’ real life experiences, but it also gets them excited every day for math and 

teaches the students to support their classmates. 

 Besides Mathball, most of the students work in math focuses on worksheets and 

the math textbook. Resources in the classroom, as well as in Davison are limited, thus 

technology is not as advanced in this school as it is in other districts. As far as technology 

used in Mr. VanAcker’s classroom, he likes to use math games on the computer, 

specifically the Accelerated Math program, but because there is only one computer in the 

classroom it makes it difficult to incorporate this activity for the whole class. Therefore, 

most of their time is spent using the math book and other hands on manipulatives.  

 Through observations and one graded assignment the first week, I was able to see 

the students’ strengths and weaknesses in participation as well as their understanding of 

the beginning math concepts. This week the focus was on fractions, and I was in for an 

eye-opening experience. From past experiences in a fourth grade classroom in Lansing, I 

had a few expectations of where I thought fourth graders should be in terms of their 

understanding of mathematical concepts, my expectations changed drastically after the 

first day. When math class started on the first day of school, my cooperating teacher 

wrote the word “fractions” on the board and asked students to raise their hands and say 

words that came to mind when they heard the term fractions. After the first five students 



repeated the word fraction, the next student raised his hand and said “frac” and a female 

student followed that response with “shapes”. I realized at this point my expectations 

were completely different from where these students were actually at in their 

development in mathematics. Although I have a few concerns about where the students 

stand right now, I am hopeful because they are focused on succeeding and seem to enjoy 

math as much as Mr. VanAcker and myself do. This experience should provide me with 

many helpful tips on how to explain mathematical topics in different ways as well as how 

to connect to the students through math. I look forward to working with my class as well 

as my cooperating teacher and gaining new knowledge over the course of the school year. 

  

  


