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 As I sit down to write this autobiographical essay in a “digital era”, I separate 

myself from the rest of my “technologies” – close all open windows on my laptop, set 

aside my iPhone, and disconnect my Wi-Fi – for what I truly do believe is the first time I 

completely disconnected myself to write an essay. Ever since I can remember, I have 

been “tuned in” and “turned on” to all things technological – whether it was a computer, 

digital media and music, or the endless affordances owning an iPhone can bring me, I am 

virtually connected. Even before beginning my online masters program, I considered 

myself to be very “tech savvy” – so much so that I am the person in my school building 

and even in my family that people will seek out for computer/technology problems or 

questions or even a “how did you do that and can you teach me?” If I come across a 

problem or a new technology, I will try and figure out a way to solve it or learn it on my 

own and if all else fails I began my endless research on the Internet. I would definitely 

categorize myself as someone who is digitally literate – as Cornell University defines 

Digital Literacy as “the ability to find, evaluate, utilize, and create information using 

digital technology”. I am in constant search of new ITCs and how I can use them in both 

my personal and professional life. As Nicholas Carr wrote in his article, Is Google 

Making Us Stupid, “the Net is becoming a universal medium, the conduit for most of the 

information that flows through my eyes and ears into my mind”. This channel of 

information is something I seek daily and make sure I am constantly taking advantage of 

the endless amounts of information that is at my fingertips (figuratively and literally as I 

type in a search or click on a hyperlink).  



 Because I felt so strongly about my “skills” when it came to technology, I was 

very excited to take the “What Kind of Tech User Are You?” quiz from the Pew Internet 

and American Life Project. It’s one thing to think that you are “tech savvy” but it can be 

completely different if an online quiz tells you that you are, right? Well sure enough, I 

was the top choice on the website, what they titled the Digital Collaborator. They 

defined this type of person as: “You use information technology to work with and share 

your creations with others. You are enthusiastic about how ICTs help you connect with 

others and confident in your ability to manage digital devices and information. For you, 

the digital commons can be a camp, a lab, or a theater group – places to gather with 

others to develop something new”. I feel this description of a Digital Collaborator 

depicts who I am as a digital learner and how I feel about my interactions with 

technology. I believe, as an educator, in the importance of collaborating ideas and lessons 

with other educators. This is how I first became hooked on teacher blogging and 

“pinning” on Pinterest. Both of these digital technologies, allow me the advantage of 

“seeing” into someone else’s classroom and sharing lessons that worked and could be 

implemented in my own classroom. Although, some could argue that this could be done 

within my own school building, I follow over 20 blogs of first and second grade teachers 

and within my school there are only two first grader teachers and one other second grade 

teacher – working collaboratively and sharing ideas becomes much more narrow in that 

perspective. 

 Following different blogs and searching for new educational ideas on Pinterest –

both programs I can access from not only my computer but also my phone and iPad – I 

would be the epitome of what MIT psychologist Sherry Turkle described as someone 



who is “‘tethered’ to their mobile devices in an ‘always-on/always-on-you’ culture”. I 

think this kind of lifestyle, although sometimes negative in terms of always being 

connected and always being available, has placed me in the driver’s seat of my own 

educational inquiry. In describing the ability to search for, evaluate, and use online 

information and other electronic resources it stated: “In educational inquiry anything a 

search yields will reflect the quality of the questions being asked. […] But properly 

understood, searching invariably leads to new problems and questions, reflecting not 

what the technology easily provides but how much the searcher wants to know about any 

subject”. There is this sense when searching about a new technology or new application 

to use in the classroom, that I immediately want to know everything I can about that 

technology. I am constantly searching and don’t stop at the first answer I would come to 

within a search. I think this impacts my own educational inquiry because I am constantly 

evolving and looking for new ideas and practices that can “better” my own 

understanding. Constantly being connected to a technology that is ever-changing with 

constant “updates”, I have become accustomed to and unafraid of change. 

 But, just as I have opened new windows to new forms of technologies, I have also 

made it difficult to “focus” or “hone-in” on one specific aspect. I am an avid multitasker, 

who before this unit’s readings would have told anyone that multitasking is the only way 

I can successful complete my work, well I was definitely proven wrong. In the film 

Digital Nation, Professor Sherry Turkle stated: “Students have done themselves a 

disservice by drinking the Kool-Aid and believing that a multitasking learning 

environment will serve their best purposes”. I would have argued, as many students did in 

the video, that this is how I successfully graduated from college – I kept my brain 



occupied with more than one task. Forcing myself to come to this realization has really 

impacted my approach to my own learning and understanding of technology both in the 

classroom and at home.  

 As someone who is an enthusiastic supporter of technology and sadly would 

admit that I am constantly connected, I had a very one-sided approach to technology and 

using it in a classroom; but what I have come to learn is that there is always a loss and a 

gain when it comes to technological innovation and to successfully incorporate 

technology into the classroom and even in my own inquiry I need to be able to 

acknowledge and understand both sides. One constant debate is this idea of literacy and 

how technology is impacting our students “literate” abilities. We have always considered 

literacy as one-dimensional, focusing on developing comprehension and decoding skills 

from reading books, the more books we read the better readers we will become. 

Supporters of this idea fear that technology is steering students away from books and 

therefore hindering their literacy abilities. Although I do believe reading books to 

develop literacy is very important, it could be adapted to meet the needs of students today 

and include “digital literacy”. As Donna E. Alvermann, a professor of language and 

literacy education stated in Rich’s article: “Books aren’t out of the picture, but they’re 

only one way of experiencing information in the world today”. Digital literacy is a 

concept I have not considered as “literacy”, but as the students explore the 

multidimensional world of the Internet they can explore and read further into ideas and 

opinions as oppose to just those of the author of the book. Why not tap into the 

technology that these students have familiarized themselves with and incorporate it into 

their learning. As Tracy Mitrano, Cornell University’s technology administrator states: 



“[…] we now have a generation of digital natives and we must embrace their interests in 

technology, their use of it, and their needs to use it in ways that will be generally 

productive for them as citizens, as workers, and as people with a global internet identity”. 

Implementing my own love for technology as a useful tool in the classroom is something 

that I look forward to starting this school year. But an even more important part of my 

inquiry is to share what I have learned about technology with my colleagues. As 

Professor Shelly Turkle stated in the film Digital Nation, “Technology isn’t good or bad, 

it’s powerful and it’s complicated. Take advantage of what it can do, learn what it can do, 

but also ask what is it doing to us. We’re going to slowly, slowly find our balance”.  

 Having the opportunity to write a paper that focuses on autobiographical inquiry 

provided advantages to my own understanding of technology in my life (inside and 

outside of the classroom) but it also limited my study of education. Autobiographical 

inquiry allowed for a reflective perspective. In explaining the last “online ability”, it 

described professional development and incorporating the new digital technology. “But 

true development, in the quest for better thinking and practice, carries the obligation for 

reflective change, or the measuring of any proposed gain for education against what 

might be lost”. In the same respect, I was able to use the idea of “reflective change” in 

thinking about my own views of technology innovation. Technology is something that is 

constantly evolving and to really explore how we use technology we must first begin with 

ourselves – reflecting upon its uses and our beliefs. But just as technology isn’t one sided, 

our exploration and search for educational inquiry shouldn’t be either. Spiro, a professor 

of educational psychology, was discussing practices of reading and the benefits of 

reading on the Internet. He said: “That’s a good thing because the world doesn’t go in a 



line, and the world isn’t organized into separate compartments or chapters”. Focusing and 

reflecting on only one form of educational inquiry can help in specific areas but for the 

overall understanding of our educational inquiry we have to look at the whole picture – or 

move past the idea of “separate chapters” of inquiry. Educational inquiry and technology 

are quite similar, constantly changing and evolving, and we should not get comfortable in 

just reflecting on what we are doing and what we know. As I turn my “technologies” 

back on and “rejoin” the virtual world, I also turn on my pursuit to further my own 

educational inquiry and weave together the different forms of educational inquiry we 

have explored throughout this course.  


